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NECROPSY ROOM HYGIENE & BIOSAFETY GUIDE
I. INTRODUCTION
Any work in the Necropsy Room is potentially dangerous to the staff and students, if the appropriate hygiene and biosafety rules are not followed. Animal cadavers can carry pathogens (viruses, bacteria, fungi, parasites, toxic substances, etc.). In addition, the post mortem changes (autolysis, putrefaction) result in cadaver burdening with a broad microbial load (saprophytes as well as pathogenic microorganisms).

The potential of zoonotic disease transmission is also a risk as is the mechanical transfer of microbes (e.g. through clothing, footwear) on the way out of the Necropsy Room, resulting in the spread of pathogens to healthy animals and the environment. In addition, the possibility of accidental injuries (e.g. from improper and unnecessary use of tools) must be considered.

Therefore, the implementation of these safety rules are a priority, and it is MANDATORY for all persons working in the Necropsy Room (academic staff, students, technical staff and visitors) to follow them. Each person must also sign the safety declaration form before starting work (see annex of this guide).

II. SPECIAL SECTION
A. INSTRUCTIONS FOR INDIVIDUAL HYGIENE AND SAFETY
People Who work and/or are present at the Necropsy Room can be infected by pathogens through inhalation, ingestion, skin contamination or direct traumas due to careless handling of needles, scalpels, etc. In order to minimize this risk, it is necessary to comply with the following rules:
· Those who work in the Necropsy Room must wear medical aprons and work uniforms with long sleeves, plastic gloves and waterproof boots (which are NOT allowed to be used for any other works outside the Necropsy Room) or one-use shoe covers.

Dirty aprons and uniforms must be washed. Boots should be cleaned and disinfected daily after each use. Similar rules also apply to "external" visitors.

· The one-use gloves are to be disposed of in the appropriate bins.

· Smoking and/or consumption of food and coffee are strictly prohibited.
· Doorknobs and other handles, telephone headsets, pens, pencils, necropsy forms, cameras, label stickers, microscope slides, microscope cover glasses, plastic containers and jars containing formaldehyde should not be touched with dirty gloves or unwashed hands. If contamination occurs, an appropriate disinfectant should be used.

· After any work in the necropsy room, hands must be thoroughly washed with soap up to the height of the elbows, as well as with betadine or chlorhexidine.

· When leaving the necropsy room, shoe disinfection is mandatory. Nobody leaves the necropsy room, for any reason, wearing the protective clothing -apron - boots that was used inside the necropsy room.
· Pregnant women should not handle samples from cases of abortion in ruminants and general carcasses or viscera of animals which are suspected of being infected with Listeria, Chlamydia, Toxoplasma, etc.

· The vaccination against tetanus is recommended for those who work in the Necropsy Room.

B. INSTRUCTIONS FOR HYGIENE CONDITIONS IN THE WORKPLACE
· The cleaning and disinfection of the Necropsy Room and the dirty tools, as well as the removal of cadavers and rubbish, are exclusively carried out by the authorized members of the technical staff.

· Overall supervision is carried out by the responsible professor for Necropsy Room, who is authorized to propose corrections and impose measures in order to improve the hygiene rules.

· The Necropsy Room and the necropsy tables must be cleaned and disinfected immediately after each use. Immediately after the end of a necropsy and before applying disinfection any biological materials should be placed properly packed in plastic bags in the refrigerator room. Formalin fixed materials should be placed in the storage shelves.

· Biological materials must not be stored permanently in the refrigerator room (unless there is a purpose).

· The refrigerator room should be cleaned and disinfected at regular intervals. Similarly, the carts and bins for collecting remains of carcasses should be disinfected.

· Only metal or metal with plastic-handle necropsy tools should be used. Necropsy tools should be placed in disinfection containers for washing. Tools should not be stored in wooden or cardboard boxes.

· The packaging bags for the animal cadavers should be considered contaminated materials and they

      should be disposed of in separate bags.

C. INSTRUCTIONS FOR SAFE HANDLING OF CADAVERS AND NECROPSY INSTRUMENTS (BEFORE, DURING AND AFTER THE NECROPSY)
· All handling of animal cadavers (transport, necropsy, sampling, etc.) must always be done with gloves.

· Severe caution should be exercised during extracting, handling and washing animal viscera for photography in order to minimize microdroplets from spreading in the environment of the necropsy room.

· Necropsies must be conducted and completed within a reasonable time. Opened cadavers and animal organs and any biological materials should not be left exposed on the necropsy tables for more time than is absolutely necessary (e.g. for scientific discussion of the case). Avoid keeping animal cadavers on the wheeled stretchers at room temperature. Cadavers must be moved to refrigerator room immediately or as soon as possible.

· Necropsy tools (e.g. knives, scissors, scalpels, needles etc.) should be used carefully and for the intended use only. They should be placed in a visible way during the necropsy.

· Used scalpels and needles must be disposed of in the special container.

· At the end of necropsy, all biological materials and opened animal cadavers should be placed in black airtight sealed plastic bags. Then, these bags should be placed in the refrigerator room until they are sent to incineration.

· After the end of necropsy, all tools should be cleaned, disinfected and placed back in their initial position by the responsible member of technical staff, according the specific protocol.

· Any access to the incineration room is allowed exclusively and ONLY to the Laboratory of Animal Pathology & Veterinary Forensics staff and the authorized Technical Service staff.

· For any incident with biosecurity risk, the responsible professor for the Necropsy Room as well as the Director of the Laboratory of Animal Pathology & Veterinary Forensics, and the President of the Faculty of Veterinary Science, University of Thessaly should be informed immediately.
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STUDENTS’ BIOSAFETY DECLARATION

	To:
	LABORATORY OF ANIMAL PATHOLOGY & VETERINARY FORENSICS, UTH

	First Name:
	
	Surname:
	

	Father's Name & Surname:
	

	Date of Birth:
	
	UTH. Entry Date:
	

	Place of Birth:
	
	Year of studies:
	

	Academic ID number:
	

	Mobile Phone Number:
	
	Email:
	


I am aware of the hygiene and biosafety rules, and I declare I will keep full compliance with the obligations during my time in the Necropsy Room. Also, I assume personal responsibility for any incidents that may occur to me during my practical training to Veterinary Pathology - Veterinary Forensics.

Date: 
 /.
/ 20…….

…………………………………….

(signature)
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